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IN THIS ISSUE 

Sawasdee Khrub! 

As we come to the end of year 2022, I would like to take this 
opportunity to Thank all our Indian Travel industry friends and 
partners. It has been a good year for tourism to Thailand with 
India at the top position for international tourists to Thailand. 
Best Wishes to you all for the festive season. Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas & Happy New Year. May the New Year 2023 bring with 
it good health, happiness, prosperity and memorable travel 
experiences with your loved ones. 
 
In the December issue of TAT Monthly Newsletter, we would be 
highlighting the very popular Christmas and New Year 
celebrations across Thailand. 



2 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

TAT Updates: 

Phuket Wins ñBest Wedding Destinationò award by Travel+Leisure 

India  

The Beautiful Island of Phuket in Thailand was recently conferred with the ñBEST WEDDING 

DESTINATIONò (International) award at the prestigious Travel + Leisure Indiaôs Best Awards 

2022, held in New Delhi on 16th November 2022. The popular Readers Choice Awards voted 

Phuket as the Best destination for Indian Wedding Celebrations through an online voting 

platform. 

Thailand showcases ability to host large business events with ñDate 

with Destiny ï Aarambhò 

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) joined the Thailand Convention and Exhibition 

Bureau (TCEB) in welcoming over 10,000 delegates from all over India who were attending the 

ñDate with Destiny ï Aarambhò conference, that was held from 14-17 November, in Bangkok. 

Normally held in Thailand three times a year, the ñDate with Destiny ï Aarambhò conference 

returned to Thailand this year after two years of absence in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID-19 

travel restrictions. This year, delegates arrived in Thailand in batches and joined incentive trips 

to Bangkok, Pattaya, and Phuket, before attending the three-day conference in Bangkok. 

Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/11/thailand-showcases-ability-to-host-large-

business-events-with-date-with-destiny-aarambh/ 

 

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), in cooperation 

with Team Thailand in India, staged the Amazing Thailand 

Fest 2022, from 25-27 November, at Select Citywalk Mall in 

Saket, New Delhi, to inspire Indian travellers to visit Thailand. 

TAT Updates 

 
Christmas Celebrations in Thailand 

 
New Year Celebrations in Thailand 

 

https://www.tatnews.org/2022/11/thailand-showcases-ability-to-host-large-business-events-with-date-with-destiny-aarambh/
https://www.tatnews.org/2022/11/thailand-showcases-ability-to-host-large-business-events-with-date-with-destiny-aarambh/
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In line with the óVisit Thailand Year 2022: Amazing New Chaptersô campaign, the event showcased 

the kingdomôs 5F soft-power foundations ï food, film, festival, fight, and fashion. It features popular 

Thai dishes and desserts from Thai restaurants in India and Thailand, charming Thai locations where 

famous Bollywood Films were shot, cultural parades and folk dances showcasing unique Thai 

festivals, Thai martial art performances, and Thai fashion shows. Other activities included DIY on 

Thai arts and crafts, and lucky draws. 

Read More: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/11/tat-stages-amazing-thailand-fest-2022-in-new-

delhi/ 

Christmas celebrations in Thailand 
 

Thailand is predominantly Buddhist and although Christmas is not an official holiday, the 

country still manages to embrace the festive period and give it a distinctly Thai twist. The streets 

are seen with tuk-tuk drivers wearing Santa hats and coffee shops kitted out with sparkly 

decorations to accompany the Christmas songs playing in the background.  

 

  
 

Many hotels and shopping malls put up Christmas decorations. Thai people like a chance to 

celebrate and the colourful and kitsch aspects of Christmas have been embraced. If youôre on 

holiday in Thailand on December 25 and still want to enjoy a taste of Christmas spirit, there are 

plenty of hotels and restaurants in the main tourist areas where you can enjoy a traditional 

Christmas Day dinner.  
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In Thailand, there is a small Christian population in the country who do celebrate Christmas with 

religious services at churches. And in the north-east province of Sakon Nakhon, there is a 

beautiful Christmas Star Parade which celebrates the Christian heritage of the historic Ban Ta 

Rae community. Buildings are decorated with star-shaped lamps and giant illuminated stars are 

paraded through the streets on Christmas Eve. 

There is something uniquely different and special about Christmas holidays in Thailand and 

other parts of Thailand. Sure, this is a Buddhist country, but it still boasts of great tropical 

weather and the Thais know just how to put on a good party. When in Thailand, celebrate 

Christmas by exploring the beautiful countryside. Thailand weather at Christmas is pleasant and 

ideal for sightseeing and other adrenaline-pumping outdoor activities. 

 

 
 

New Year celebrations in Thailand 
 

New Year óCountdownô events are hosted at venues around Thailand on New Yearôs Eve. The 

biggest, although not necessarily the best, is in Bangkok with the area outside Central World 

taking centre stage. And in the north of Thailand, Chiang Mai is one of the most popular 

destinations for Thai and overseas tourists to welcome in the New Year. Chiang Mai puts on a 

memorable display with a mix of the old and the new in the form of traditional dance 

performances, pop music concerts and fireworks all accompanied by the backdrop of thousands 

of sky lanterns released throughout the evening. The beaches of Pattaya, Samui and Krabi are 

also  famous for its New Year parties and firework displays, but visitors will also find 

Countdown events going on at various locations around Thailand. 
 

 

https://fanclubthailand.co.uk/destinations/north-east-thailand/
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With Grand celebrations, Thailand welcomes in the New Year on three separate occasions. 

December 31 sees parties and fireworks as the clock strikes midnight, but there are still two more 

New Year events to follow in the Thai festival calendar. The Chinese New Year, which usually 

falls in January or February, is also celebrated by many Thais. And in April, Thailand is in party 

mode again with the most eagerly anticipated holiday of the year, Songkran, the traditional Thai 

New Year. One essential phrase you may wish to learn for New Year is, óSawatdee Pii Maió. 

This is the equivalent of saying, óHappy New Yearô. The same greeting is also used during 

Songkran, the traditional Thai New Year in April. 

 

Bangkok 

As the capital of Thailand, Bangkok is one of the most popular destinations in Thailand for 

welcoming in the New Year. The fantastic and colorful fireworks on New Yearôs Eve and great 

parties in Bangkok give an unforgettable experience to people coming from all around the world. 

Here are some of the most popular places to welcome the New Year in Bangkok: 

Countdown on the Chao Phraya River 
One of the most popular ways to enjoy the New Year in Bangkok is to spend it at the 

Asiatique open-air mall on the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. Each year at 5 p.m the national 

television broadcast of New Year's Eve is held there, featuring a variety of live music by leading 

Thai celebrities. As the clock strikes midnight, a massive fireworks show is staged before the 

celebrations really begin. Numerous restaurants and bars will add to the entertainment as 

well, and provide you with the fuel to get through the night. 

 

From the Rooftops of Bangkok 
Another popular way to spend the New Year in Bangkok is to do it from the many rooftop bars 

and restaurants scattered throughout the city. 

You can witness the fireworks displays being held in all directions while enjoying a party at  a 

rooftop restaurant or bar. There are several options, but some of the more popular are Lebua, 

Vertigo at the Banyan Tree Bangkok Hotel, Three Sixty, and Cloud 47. 

https://fanclubthailand.co.uk/thailand-festivals/
https://fanclubthailand.co.uk/songkran-celebrating-the-thai-new-year-water-festival/
https://fanclubthailand.co.uk/songkran-celebrating-the-thai-new-year-water-festival/
https://fanclubthailand.co.uk/thailand-festivals/
https://www.asiahighlights.com/thailand/bangkok/top-things
https://www.asiahighlights.com/thailand/bangkok/chao-phraya-river
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Along the Khao San Road 
There is nothing quite like a massive street party to ring in the New Year, and the biggest of 

these can be found on Khao San Road on New Year's Eve. There are no admission costs, you can 

wear what you like, and you will be able to enjoy countless bars and nightclubs, and interact with 

fellow celebrants. 

 

 

 

Pattaya  
Pattaya is another popular destination for international travelers to spend their New Year holiday 

in Thailand. With the starting of the Christmas and New Year season, the streets of Pattaya are 

decorated with colorful trees and lightings. There are numerous live music performances and 

fabulous fireworks during NYE. Here are some of the top places to celebrate New Yearôs Eve in 

Pattaya: 

 

The Bali Hai Pier 
The main attraction on New Year's Eve in Pattaya is the Bali Hai Pier which stages the city's 

main activities and events. 

It will host local and international music so that both tourists and locals can have an equally good 

time. Other activities and games are also available that just add to the celebrations. 

 

The Walking Street 
A kilometer in length , the Walking Street is known to host some of the best nightlife 

in Pattaya.  Bars, restaurants, and clubs are dotted along each side of this street, and this is where 

you will find a lot of like-minded tourists celebrating the night away. 

 

Pattaya Beach Parties 
Another option is to enjoy a beach party on one of the beautiful beaches in the city. Fireworks 

will pop all around you while you sing, dance, and drink in the New Year. Pattaya is certainly 

well suited to young people who love a good party scene. 

https://www.asiahighlights.com/thailand/pattaya/top-things-to-do
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Phuket 
As one of the most popular travel destinations in Thailand, Phuket offers great opportunities for 

ocean activities, fantastic night life, and colorful beach fireworks, high-end seaside resorts, 

which make it a great destination to celebrate New Yearôs Eve and spend a holiday. It is easy to 

find a fun place to celebrate New Yearôs Eve on Phuket Island with your friends and family. 

Here are some of the top places in Phuket: 

On Surin Beach 
For those planning to spend New Year in Phuket, the number one location for celebration is 

Surin Beach. Phuket has always been known to have some of the best beaches and therefore the 

best beach parties in Thailand. New Year's Eve is when the very best of them can be enjoyed. 

Live entertainment, great music, delicious food, and an electric party atmosphere can always be 

found on this beach during the festivities. 

Other Beach Parties 
Though they are not quite as popular, many other beaches in Phuket will hold their own 

celebratory parties. Paradise Beach and Kamala Beach are the closest contenders to Surin 

Beach, and can assure an electric time at either of them. 

 

  
 

https://www.asiahighlights.com/thailand/ko-phuket/beach-guide

