Greetings from Ambassador of Thailand to India
Namaste and Sawasdee ka!
Greeting from Royal Thai Embassy and wishing you all a very
Happy Thai New Year or Happy Songkran Day!
13 April – Songkran Day this year is very special as it timely marks
a good start for us to reconnect after the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thailand has resumed her tourism sector, while India has resumed
international commercial flights.
This year Thailand and India will celebrate the 75th anniversary of
our diplomatic relations. I believe the resumption of the tourism
sector will be one of the major catalysts in strengthening the
bond between Thailand and India. There is a huge untapped
potential for cooperation in tourism between the two countries
and now Thailand is thrilled and eagerly waiting to have Indians
on board.
It was so lovely to see a lot of you at the “Welcome Back to
Thailand with Amazing New Chapters” event last month. I hope to
see more of you in our upcoming events in the near future and very
much look forward to hearing about your amazing
new experiences
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in Thailand!
Thank you. Khob Khun ka!

H.E Ms. Pattarat Hongtong
Royal Thai Embassy - New
Delhi

Directors Desk
Sawasdee Khrub!
On the occasion of Songkran festival celebrated every year on 13th
April, I would like to wish you all a very Happy Thai New Year.
Songkran festival is celebrated widely across Thailand, with grand
celebrations and fun.
In April issue of TAT Newsletter, we would like to highlight Thailand
as a perfect family holiday destination. A great and unique way to
explore the country is by driving trips across Thailand.
Below we will be highlighting a few recommended driving routes
from Bangkok that you can explore with your families.
Mr Vachirachai Sirisumpan
Director- TAT New Delhi
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TAT Updates:
TEST & GO rules from 1 April 2022
From 1 April, 2022, international arrivals under any of the current three entry schemes – TEST &
GO, Sandbox, and Alternative Quarantine (AQ) – will be allowed to enter Thailand without the
need to show proof of a negative RT-PCR test within 72 hours of travel.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/03/thailand-reopening-exemption-fromquarantine-test-go/

TAT signs LOI with THAI and THAI Smile Airways to grow Indian
tourist numbers to Thailand
TAT signs LOI with THAI and THAI Smile Airways to grow Indian tourist numbers to Thailand
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The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) has signed a Letter of Intent (LoI) with Thai Airways
International (THAI) and THAI Smile Airways (THAI Smile) to stimulate tourism growth from
India, which is one of Thailand’s important source market for visitor arrivals.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/04/tat-signs-loi-with-thai-and-thai-smile-airwaysto-grow-indian-tourist-numbers-to-thailand/

TAT and Thai AirAsia outline plans for cooperation to boost
tourism to Thailand
Focus will be on seven key markets in ASEAN and South Asia, with the airline’s gradually
opening international routes linking the kingdom Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Singapore, the Maldives, and India, totalling 18 routes.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/04/tat-and-thai-airasia-outline-plans-forcooperation-to-boost-tourism-to-thailand/

Bangkok retains ‘Best City’ title in DestinAsian magazine’s 2022
Readers’ Choice Awards
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is pleased to report that Bangkok continues to be one
of the best loved cities for tourists the world over, with the latest Readers’ Choice Awards – this
time from DestinAsian magazine – again presenting the Thai capital with the title of ‘Best City’.
In the 2022 Readers’ Choice Awards, Bangkok held on to the ‘Best City’ crown it also won in the
2020 edition of the awards. Singapore came in 2nd place, Tokyo in 3rd, Hong Kong in 4th, and
Seoul in 5th. Other Thai destinations also earned distinction, with Phuket and Ko Samui being
named 3rd and 4th ‘Best Islands’, respectively.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/03/bangkok-retains-best-city-title-in-destinasianmagazines-2022-readers-choice-awards/

TAT hosts Indian wedding planners on Thailand FAM trip
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) organised a FAM trip and industry symposium for a
group of wedding planners from India during 15-22 March, 2022, to update them on some of
the world-famous romantic destinations on offer in Thailand.
Thailand is already an immensely popular destination for Indian newly-weds and couples
looking for a romantic getaway, having been named ‘Best Honeymoon Destination’ for the
second year in a row at the 10th Anniversary Edition of the Travel + Leisure India’s Best Awards
2021 last December, and with Thailand relaxing its entry requirements since 1 April, 2022, TAT
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Mumbai and New Delhi Offices took the opportunity to take 15 wedding planners from across
India to Phuket, Ko Samui, Khao Lak, and Bangkok.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/04/tat-hosts-indian-wedding-planners-onthailand-fam-trip/

‘TAT/TG Amazing New Chapters Mega FAM Trip’ showcases
Chiang Mai and Phuket
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) has organised the ‘TAT/TG Amazing New Chapters
Mega FAM Trip’ in which some 80 travel agents, media, and key opinion leaders (KOLs) from
around Asia and the South Pacific are being introduced to new tourism products and
services on offer in Chiang Mai and Phuket.

Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2022/04/tat-tg-amazing-new-chapters-mega-fam-tripshowcases-chiang-mai-and-phuket/

Amazing Thailand: Perfect Family Holiday Destination
Amazing Thailand has a lot to offer for family holidays from shopping options, theme parks, golf
course, spas, attractions for children etc. May to July is a good time to visit as many schools
have their summer holidays. Also it is a great time to visit the beaches and enjoy water sports
and activities. Bangkok alone has loads of activities for children. From ‘edutainment’ venues for
children to learn while they play, to exciting theme parks, games arcades and exciting outdoor
attractions, there is something for every type of child. You can even surf in Bangkok! Truly,
there is just as much fun and adventure for the little ones as for the parents, and
the possibilities are endless. Father can play golf, mother can go shopping and children enjoy
the theme parks. Beaches to be enjoyed by the whole family and spend quality time
together.Thailand provides affordable luxury and gives accommodation options from luxury to
low budget hotels and resorts. There are many places close to Bangkok that can be visited for
family holidays, by road hence reducing holiday costs and giving a whole different experience of
exploring nearby destinations. Some of the popular attractions for children in Bangkok and
around are Siam Ocean World, Safari World, Madam Tussauds, Art in Paradise, Siam Niramit
Show etc.
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Some of the best driving holiday routes from Bangkok
The Land of Smiles is often best explored by car. So start your engines as we reveal the some of
the best road trips in Thailand from Bangkok. And remember, you’ll need your international
driving licence to rent a car here.

Bangkok to Kanchanaburi
The direct drive from Bangkok to Kanchanaburi is 77.7 mi (125 km), and should have a drive
time of 1 hour 45 minutes in normal traffic. The top stops along the way from Bangkok to
Kanchanaburi (with short detours) are Wat Phra Chetuphon (Wat Pho), BTS Sky train, and The
Grand Palace. Other popular stops include Damnoen Saduak Floating Market, Wat Arun
Ratchawararam Ratchaworamahawihan.
Although the drive from Bangkok to Kanchanaburi takes only a few hours, there’s still plenty to
do upon arrival. Make your way to the city centre to see the Khwae Yai River Bridge and the
Kanchanaburi War Cemetery. About 40 minutes outside the city is the Erawan National Park,
home to one of the most famous waterfalls in Thailand. Also make a pit stop at the ThailandBurma Railway Centre, just outside the city.
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Bangkok to Rayong to Pattaya
Rayong is about 200 km from Bangkok and is a popular family chill out destination famous for
its sports, coral reefs and cuisine. Rayong is also popular for Indian Weddings. One can reach
Ban Phe from where it’s just a 20-minute ferry to Koh Samet which is an understated island
delight where the things to do are not highlighted but to enjoy the beaches and roadside food
is what is it for. The drive from Rayong to Pattaya only takes about an hour.

Bangkok to Hua Hin
The direct drive from Bangkok to Hua Hin is 122 miles (196 km), and should have a drive time
of 2 hrs 29 mins in normal traffic. The top stops along the way from Bangkok to Hua Hin (with
short detours) are Wat Phra Chetuphon (Wat Pho), and The Grand Palace. Other popular stops
include Damnoen Saduak Floating Market, Hua Hin Beach, and Wat Arun Ratchawararam
Ratchaworamahawihan. In Hua Hin there are various attractions such as Hua Hin night market,
Cicada market, Vana Nava Water jungle amusement & theme park, Black Mountain Water Park,
Khao Takieb Beach and many more.
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Bangkok–Khao Yai
It takes approximately 2h 31m to drive from Bangkok to Khao Yai . Home to elephants, gibbons,
and all kinds tropical birds, a road trip through Thailand’s third largest national park, Khao Yai is
one of the most picturesque regions in Thailand. Visiting a winery is certainly a unique activity
that an average tourist to Thailand won’t experience. Those who enjoy playing golf, there are
many world class golf courses to choose from. Attractive accommodations with many options.
For the nature lovers, on your way back from Khao Yai a visit to Chok Chai Farm, the largest
dairy farm in Asia can be an option. You can participate in a lot of interesting activities such as
milking, ice-cream making from fresh milk, cow boy show and starring dog show.

Bangkok–Chiang Mai–Chiang Rai
This road trip is for nature lovers and those looking to unwind in the lap of Mother Earth.
Northern Thailand is famous for its alpine scenery, and the three-hour-long journey between
Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai promises just that. The roads between the two cities are dotted with
waterfalls, lakes and tropical foliage, making for a gorgeous drive!
If you plan on renting your car in Bangkok, Chiang Mai is not too far away. You can either break
your journey overnight at Sukhothai or start driving early in the morning to complete the eighthour-drive in the same day. Spend a few days in Chiang Mai savouring the heartbeat of the city
by exploring the night markets, museums, and Buddhist temples. The Mae Khachan Hot Spring
en route Chiang Rai is a popular stop. People take a break here to soak their feet in the warm
water or treat themselves to a mineral bath. When in Chiang Rai, make sure you schedule a visit
to Wat Rong Khun and Wat Rong Suea Ten.
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Chiang Mai–Lamphun–Doi Mae U Kho–Pai–Chiang Mai
The Mexican sunflowers (or Bua Tong) of the Doi Mae U Kho mountains are a sight to behold.
Take a road trip through the northern mountains of Thailand to watch the yellow and green
blooming slopes. The undulating, curving roads of the area are unforgettable, especially in the
winter when the flowers are in full bloom. This is a short road trip for shutterbugs and travel
enthusiasts who want to tread beyond the usual.
Start off your travels from the bustling city of Chiang Mai where you can enjoy exciting
shopping and street food experiences. Head to Lamphun next, where you can dabble in a bit of
history and check out its gorgeous temples and ruins. The Bua Tong fields are next on the
itinerary. You will also pass one of the highest waterfalls in the country, Mae Surin Falls, just
beyond Doi Mae U Kho. From Doi Mae U Kho head through the green-lined road to Pai village
where you can visit the Tha Pai Hot Spring and the Mo Paeng Waterfall.
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