DECEMBER 2020

Thailand will wait for you!

DIRECTOR’S DESK
Sawasdee Khrub!
Hope you all are safe and doing well.
To begin with, I would like to wish all the readers and friends of Thailand a
very happy holiday season, Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New
Year 2021! May the New Year bless you with good health, prosperity and
happiness.
This month we would like to talk about a favourite city- Bangkok &
activities especially for Indians visiting Thailand – Shopping in Amazing
Thailand. From vibrant street shopping and night markets to exclusive
luxury malls, Thailand is truly a shopper’s paradise.
.
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TAT Updates:
TAT joins ICONSIAM for ‘Amazing Thailand Countdown 2021’
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) and ICONSIAM, together with the public and private
communities and entrepreneurs, are organising a mega ‘Amazing Thailand Countdown 2021’
event on 31 December at River Park of ICONSIAM on the banks of the Chao Phraya River.
The “Amazing Thailand Countdown 2021” is one of the biggest events marking the end of the
year, which TAT organises annually across the country to boost tourism, the economy, and
generate income for local communities while also preserving unique Thai traditions.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2020/11/tat-joins-iconsiam-for-amazing-thailandcountdown-2021/

TAT donates over 600,000 Baht to local elephant, environment
organizations
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is pleased to announce that it is donating over 600,000
Baht in funds raised through the “Thailand Reduce Waste” campaign to Friends of the Asian
Elephant and the Seub Nakhasathien Foundation.
The amount of 333,516.25 Baht was presented to Friends of the Asian Elephant in Lampang
province on Friday, 13 November, 2020, and 303,516.25 Baht to the Seub Nakhasathien
Foundation on Tuesday, 17 November, 2020.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2020/11/tat-donates-over-600000-baht-to-localelephant-environment-organisations/

Thai Health Ministry teams up with Agoda to offer quarantine
hotel packages
Anyone planning a visit or a return to Thailand can now book their quarantine stay through
Agoda, following a deal between the Public Health Ministry and the hotel booking platform
The Agoda booking platform allows people coming to Thailand to choose and book their
quarantine package and is available in 39 languages with around-the-clock support.
Read more: Quarantine Hotels in Thailand (agoda.com)

Activities:
THAILAND WINS “BEST HONEYMOON DESTINATION” AWARD
Thailand has been conferred with the “INTERNATIONAL DESTINATIONS - BEST HONEYMOON
DESTINATION” award at the prestigious Travel + Leisure India’s Best Awards 2020. The popular
Readers Choice Awards voted Amazing Thailand as the best in the industry and a mustexperience in 2021 through the online voting platform iba2020.travelandleisureindia.in, over a
span of 60 days. The awards were announced virtually on social media platforms of
Travel+Leisure India 24th November 2020.

WELLNESS IN THAILAND – DIGITAL CAMPAIGN WITH GLOBAL SPA
To promote Thailand as a great destination for wellness and rejuvenation, TAT New Delhi started
its digital promotion campaign with Global Spa Magazine from 15th-30th November 2020.
Global Spa covered 7 Destinations in Thailand - one per day every alternate day where they
released an article on each of the destinations each day. Apart from highlighting USPs of each
destination, Global Spa Magazine also highlighted wellness resorts and offerings that are based
in these destinations. The focus of this campaign was on the destinations specialty, uniqueness
and the services it offers related to health and wellness tourism in Thailand.
Destinations chosen were: 1. Koh Samui 2. Hua Hin 3. Chiang Mai 4. Phuket 5. Ko Chang 6. Krabi
7. Bangkok.

THAI GOLF PASS SEASON 4 LAUNCH – VIRTUAL PRESS CONFERENCE
The 4th season of Thai Golf Pass was launched on 18th November 2020, through a virtual press conference.
The launch was attended by 27 people including media and travel trade partners.
The activities for the Thai Golf pass started from November 2020 with social media campaigns till 30
September, 2021. SOTC has joined as a travel partner for the 4th season.

Thai Golf pass is a unique initiative by and is the first ever loyalty program for any country. The user
friendly online program provides a seamless golf experience exclusive to Thailand and has Amazing
rewards on redemption of loyalty points. It also brings golf suppliers in Thailand under one platform.
Season 4 will see a number of roadshows pan India, a Promotional event in India and two events in
Thailand. A survey of Indian Golfers, photo contest and a quiz also form part of the promotions being
undertaken.

DISTRIBUTION OF WEDDINGS & CELEBRATIONS COFFEE TABLE BOOKS
TAT New Delhi distributed a comprehensive Weddings & Celebrations in Thailand, coffee table
book to wedding planners and travel agents in India who also organise destination weddings.
For all intending to hold weddings in Thailand, this book presents all the relevant information
necessary to make the occasion perfect. The information includes basic formalities and
regulations, prospective venues and locations, hotels and Resorts, floral designers and all other
details needed to arrange a perfect wedding in great and exotic style. Please e mail:
tatdel@tat.or.th to receive a copy.

TAT ROLLS OUT THAILAND SPECIALIST PROGRAM
Thailand Specialist Program is strategically designed e-learning content on TBO academy, helping
the travel agents to stay up-to-date about all the latest travel products, trends and other
information on Thailand. There are detailed training modules on various topicsLog in- https://www.tboacademy.com/en-US/summary/Tourism-Authority-of-Thailand#null

Amazing Thailand: A Shopping Paradise
Shopping in Thailand is an experience sure to delight various types of shoppers. There are many
shopping options to choose - from world class modern, air-conditioned malls, to the famous
buzzing street markets and the largest weekend market in the world - Chatuchak Weekend
Market. There is a large variety of things to buy, everything from clothing, souvenirs and
antiquities to designer jewellery, shoes and bags etc.
Street Markets & Night Markets
Thailand boasts of a variety of exciting markets that can bring you an unforgettable experience,
as well as a fantastic opportunity for some discount shopping. Few are the things you won’t be
able to find while shopping in Thailand's street markets - they feature an amazing selection of
local street food, unique hand-crafted items and a wide variety of goods.
Some of the Best Night Markets in Bangkok are:
1. Talad Rot Fai Ratchada (Train Night Market Ratchada)
Following the big success of the first Train Market (Talad Rot Fai Srinakarin), the new Train
Market was opened in Bangkok's Ratchada area which is more accessible. Talad Rot Fai Ratchada
(Train Night Market Ratchada) is located behind Esplanade Complex, next to MRT Metro Thai
Cultural Center station.

Train Night Market Ratchada is smaller than the original, but this new night market boasts a
similar retro and vintage atmosphere. The market offers antiques, second-hand toys and various
retro accessories, as well as more general market type clothes, bags, shoes and electronics.
Plenty of street food stalls and a row of bars can be found at Talad Rot Fai Ratchada. This Bangkok
night market in 2019 quite significantly expanded due to the rising numbers of visitors.
2. Artbox Bangkok
Artbox Bangkok is a weekend night market in Bangkok that was before open only on the first weekend
of selected months. Artbox Bangkok is an unusual night market as it features stalls of local fashion brands,
artworks and unique souvenirs (you won’t find all the usual tourist souvenirs here though), as well as food
vendors and food trucks offering a wide variety of food. There is also a space for artists and live music
from the local bands.

3.Talad Neon Night Market
Talad Neon Night Market is one of the newest additions to Bangkok’s night market scene. Opened in
Pratunam district, which is a very popular location to stay for Bangkok visitors, Talad Neon Night Market
is mostly focused on tourists and less on the local crowd.
Talad Neon Night Market has all the main attributes you would expect to find at night market in Thailand
– plenty of street food, clothes and other goods on sale, as well as a number of places to grab a drink and
chill out. Talad Neon Night Market might be a good alternative for getting an idea about Bangkok’s night
markets on a weekday as most of the best night markets in Bangkok are open only on weekend nights.

4. Chatuchak Weekend Market
Chatuchak Weekend Market is renowned as being one of the largest and most comprehensive weekend
markets in the world. The market partially opens on Friday night when Chatuchak Friday Night
Market takes place. Also known as JJ Market, it has more than 15,000 stalls and 11,505 vendors, divided
into 27 sections. The market sells everything from home decor and furniture to electronics and even
artwork. At night, mainly wholesale clothing and fashion products are sold, so if you are into late night
shopping for clothes, shoes, bags and accessories, you will definitely like Chatuchak at night.

5. Pratunam Night Market
Pratunam Night Market is one of the most popular night markets in Bangkok. Located in Thai capital’s
famous shopping district Pratunam, the night market is one of the best places for souvenir and clothing
shopping in Bangkok.
Even if the best place for souvenir and gift shopping in Bangkok is Chatuchak Weekend Market, on
weekdays Pratunam Night Market is the place to go. Prices here are normally lower than you could find
at Bangkok night markets or other shopping venues such as MBK Center, Platinum Fashion Mall.

6. Asiatique: The Riverfront
Asiatique the Riverfront is a gigantic night market close to the centre of Bangkok and very popular with
tourists. This shopping & entertainment paradise is divided into four distinct zones and the theme is all
about the past of Bangkok as a trading harbour. Occupying a large complex of old warehouses on the bank

of Chao Phraya River, Asiatique the Riverfront feels more like an open-air shopping mall than the usual
night markets.

7. Palladium Night Market
Palladium Night Market is a small night market in Bangkok’s Pratunam district. Every night the market
takes place in front of The Palladium Shopping Mall which is located just across the street from Pratunam
Market. The proximity to Pratunam Market helps to keep prices at Palladium Night Market low and the
biggest advantage of this night market is its compactness. If you’re not willing to spend few hours strolling
in the lanes of Pratunam Market and just looking for a reasonably priced t-shirts, souvenirs or electronics,
Palladium Night Market is definitely the place to go in Pratunam area.

8. Sai Tai Mai Centre Night Market
Sai Tai Mai Center Night Market is another night market in Bangkok, to visit if you’re looking for a new
place to enjoy your nightlife while shopping, eating local delicacies or hanging out with friends at the bar.
Located next to SC Plaza shopping centre which at the same time is Sai Tai Mai Bus Station also known as
the new Bangkok Southern Bus Terminal, the night market is quite easily accessible from the central part
of the city.

Shopping Malls
If you love shopping in style, Thailand and in particular its capital Bangkok can be the right place
for you. There is a huge selection of shopping malls where you can find finest fashion stores,
global outlets, luxury brands, book shops, specialty stores, accessories stands and all kinds of

designer lifestyle goods. Visiting the best Thailand shopping malls provide an entirely different
shopping experience than traditional Thai street markets.

Some of the popular shopping malls in Bangkok are:











Gaysorn Plaza
Emquatier
The Emporium
ICON Siam
Siam Paragon, Siam Center, Siam square
Terminal 21
Central world
Platinum shopping mall
MBK Center
Central Embassy

Floating Markets in and around Bangkok
Floating markets are irresistible not only to tourists but Thais too. Floating markets attract
crowds on weekends and the main attraction there is food. Most visitors who come to Thailand
want to visit a floating market, making some markets so popular that they have simply turned
into a photo opportunity, like the famous Damoen Saduak.

If you wish your Thailand shopping experience to be more local, you can find less crowded
floating markets not attracting as many tourists. Even if it can be just a few boats parked next to
a pier and it might look more of a riverside market, you will be one of a few tourists there and
will be shopping just like Thais do.
Below are some of the best floating markets in and around Bangkok:
 Damnoen Saduak Floating Market
Damnoen Saduak, located about 100 km away from Bangkok, has been Thailand's best known
floating market. It's popularity comes from its use as a setting in the 1974 James Bond movie The
Man with the Golden Gun. It's huge, lively, full of boats selling food and fruits, and it's colourful –
exactly how people imagine a floating market would look like, with the opportunity to capture the
perfect photo to show off once back home.
Location: Damnoen Saduak, Ratchaburi 70130, Thailand
Open: Daily from 7 am to 5 pm

 Amphawa Floating Market
Amphawa is a very popular floating market in Thailand, located 90 km south -west of Bangkok and
is about is 50 kilometers long. It is cute and fun and very authentic, with many little wooden houses
neatly lined up along the canal, selling souvenirs, snacks and sweets. Don't miss the amazing little
temple swallowed by a giant tree located across the river.
Location: Amphawa, Samut Songkhram 75110, Thailand
Open: Friday–Sunday from 11 am to 9.30 pm (closed Monday–Thursday)

 Taling Chan Floating Market
Taling Chan is one of the favourite floating markets near Bangkok as it has just the right amount of
everything you could ask for from an iconic Bangkok attraction with a large local market attached
to it. Located only 12 km from downtown Bangkok, Taling Chan is open all day. There are small
longtail boat cruises to take you around the nearby khlongs (canals) and get a relaxing glimpse of
the surrounding area. It perhaps lacks the old-world charm of other markets, but it has the more
genuine feel to it.
Location: Village No 15, 30/1 Bang Ramat Rd, Bang Ramat, Taling Chan, Bangkok 10170, Thailand
Open: Saturday–Sunday from 8 am to 5 pm

 Khlong Lat Mayom Floating Market
Khlong Lat Mayom is a medium-sized floating market located really close to Bangkok. It's a really
local market and gives an authentic Thai feel. The main market itself is on solid ground but it's very
interesting with the chance to sample all kinds of fun sweets and fruits. As it's located just near
Taling Chan Floating Market, it is better to combine both markets on the same morning.
Location: 15-30/1 Bang Ramat Rd, Bang Ramat, Taling Chan, Bangkok 10170, Thailand
Open: Saturdays–Sundays from 8 am to 5 pm (closed on weekdays)

 Bang Nam Pheung Floating Market
Bang Nam Pheung floating market is one of the smallest but also one of the closest to central
Bangkok – only about 20 km away. Despite its modest size, the market has a very interesting choice
of food to sample and a lovely location in 'The Lung of Bangkok': a relatively untouched sanctuary
of nature protected by a curve in the river.
Location: Bang Nam Phueng, Phra Pradaeng, Samut Prakan 10130, Thailand
Open: Friday–Sunday from 8 am to 2 pm (closed Monday–Thursday)

 Tha Kha Floating Market
Tha Kha Floating Market is the smaller sibling of the nearby Damneon Saduak market. It attracts a
much smaller amount of tourists and, with a canopy of natural surroundings, it's protected from
overdevelopment, so its modest size and local atmosphere are likely to remain.
The market has a number of elderly Thais in their rowboats selling fruits, vegetables, local food,
and delicious sweets.
Location: Tha Kha, Amphawa, Samut Songkhram 75110, Thailand
Open: Saturday–Sunday from 6 am to 3 pm

Destination of the month: Bangkok
The Vibrant metropolis of Bangkok which is the capital city of the Kingdom of Thailand, welcomes
more visitors than any other city in the world making it one of the most popular tourist
destinations.
Bangkok is a city of contrasts with surprises at every turn. Marvel at the gleaming temples, catch
a tuk tuk along the bustling Chinatown or take a long tail boat through floating markets, the city
is full of unique experiences.
• Bangkok has great accommodation to offer for every type of traveler. From extravagant and
world class Luxury hotels to surprisingly affordable serviced apartments and hostels.
• Bangkok in particular, offers a variety of wellness and spa experiences in luxury hotels and
resorts as well as authentic Thai massages. The luxury spa holidays in Bangkok can be tailored to
include fitness programmes, yoga getaways and detox retreats as well. Overall Thailand is a
paradise for travelers looking to pamper themselves and indulge in various kinds of spa options.
• Food is another Bangkok highlight, from local dishes and specialties served at humble street
stalls to exquisite cuisines at romantic rooftop restaurants and to the much acclaimed Michelin
star restaurants; Bangkok offers a complete gourmet delight.
•The city is also complete with Luxury malls with top international brands as well as a sea of
boutiques, along with local shops and markets, where one can treat oneself without
overspending. This is what makes Bangkok a complete shopper’s paradise.
• No visit to Bangkok would be complete without a glimpse of its famous nightlife, be it the roof
top bars with breath-taking views of the city’s skyline, or the popular nightclubs, the city is alive
all day and night.
All this along with the famed Thai hospitality and the warm and smiling faces of the locals, makes
a visit to Bangkok a cherished and memorable experience.

Bangkok: Did you know?


Bangkok was named the most-visited city for the fourth consecutive year, with about 22.8
million visitors reported in the annual rankings by MasterCard Inc in 2019.



Bangkok is called the 'Venice of the East'. Just like Venice, Bangkok is also a city built
on dozens of canals and with buildings standing on stilts.



All the temples on the Thai Baht coins are located in Bangkok.

 1 baht coin – Wat Phra Kaew (Temple of the Emerald Buddha, inside The Grand
Palace)
 2 baht coin – Wat Saket (Temple on the Mount)
 5 baht coin – Wat Benjamabophit (The Marble Temple)
 10 baht coin – Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn)


Bangkok’s Full Name Is The Longest City Place-Name In The World

Must Do’s in Bangkok for travellers

Go on a shopping spree from luxury malls to night markets.
1. Visit a Thai Spa or learn the art of Thai massage technique

2. Experience Thai bus food tour or Tuk Tuk Bus Tour https://www.thaibusfoodtour.com/
3. Visit the Grand Palace and famour Thai temples like Wat Pho and Wat Arun
4. Luxury dinner cruise experience like Apsara, Manohra , Supanniga
https://www.banyantree.com/en/thailand/bangkok/dining/apsara,
https://www.manohracruises.com/dining-experiences/dinner-river-cruise.html,
https://www.cntraveler.com/activities/bangkok/supanniga-sunset-dinner-cruise
5. Learn flower decoration& arrangement at the Museum of Floral Culture
https://www.floralmuseum.com/en/
6. Visit Grand Palace, Wat Po, Wat Arun https://www.royalgrandpalace.th/en/home
7. Visit the floating market for a unique experience.
8. Learn Thai boxing or Muay Thai https://rajadamnern.com/
9. Visit Jim Thompson House http://www.jimthompsonhouse.com/
10. Visit Queen Sirikit museum of textiles http://www.qsmtthailand.org/
11. Visit Siam Niramit and watch the cultural show https://www.siamniramit.com/
12. Hop On Hop Off Bus Tour https://www.hop-on-hop-off-bus.com/bangkok-bustours#:~:text=Discover%20the%20capital%20of%20Thailand,much%20more%20during%20your
%20vacation.

13. Visit Museum Siam https://museu.ms/museum/details/16348/museum-siam
14. Visit Bang Kachao (Lung of Bangkok) on cycling tour

Quiz on Destination : BANGKOK
Answer the following Quiz on Bangkok ; Lucky winner will get a gift from TAT.
(Please reply by 25th December on tat.directrep@gmail.com)
Q1. Bangkok is popularly known as The City of ...................?
Q2. Which city in Thailand has the World’s biggest Chinatown (with the world’s
largest gold Buddha)
Q3. Which is the tallest building in Bangkok?
TAT Newsletter November 2020: Lucky winners of Quiz
Rajeev Sabharwal

Vivek Dua

