OCTOBER 2020

Thailand will wait for you!

DIRECTOR’S DESK
Sawasdee Khrub!
Hope you all are safe and doing well.
This month we would like to talk about the pretty and quaint
beachside town of Hua Hin. A favourite weekend getaway
destination for the Thai people, Hua Hin is located at a short driving
distance from Bangkok. It is popular for having the summer palace
of Thailand’s Royal Family.
Hua Hin is a great destination for a relaxing and rejuvenating
holiday, with luxurious resorts, vibrant night markets, rich history
and some great seafood. Hua Hin also has some of the finest world
class golf courses.

Vachirachai Sirisumpan
Director -TAT New Delhi

Vachirachai Sirisumpan
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TAT Updates:
Thailand officially launches ‘special tourist visa’ for longstaying visitors
Thailand’s Ministry of Interior has officially announced the special tourist visa scheme for
long-staying visitors, as part of the plans to revive the country’s tourism industry while
maintaining effective COVID-19 control and prevention measures.
This special tourist visa scheme comes into effect from (30 September, 2020) and will be
available for one year, until 30 September, 2021.
The policy will be granted to long-staying visitors from countries with lower COVID-19
infection rates, as advised by the Ministry of Public Health.
These visitors are required to comply with Thailand’s COVID-19 control measures and
undergo a quarantine in alternative local state or hospital quarantine for a minimum of
14 days.
Read More: https://www.tatnews.org/2020/10/thailand-officially-launches-special-tourist-visafor-long-staying-visitors-3/

Thailand extends Emergency Decree for the Sixth time to the
end of October
The Royal Thai Government has approved the extension of the Emergency Decree
nationwide for another month for the sixth time, from 1-31 October, 2020.
According to the Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA), imposing
another month of the state of emergency will allow the authorities to effectively control
and prevent the spread of COVID-19. This is especially as Thailand is in the process of
gradually opening up the country, including the plan to grant a special tourist visa (STV)
aimed at long-staying visitors.
Read more: https://www.tatnews.org/2020/09/thailand-extends-emergency-decree-for-the-sixthtime-to-the-end-of-october/
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First batch of 98 hotels to get Thai Hotels Standards
certification
Ninety-eight Thai hotels have become the first to be certified under a concrete,
clear,and reliable system of standards designed and developed by the Thailand Hotel
Standard Foundation and Thai Hotels Association (THA) to ensure consistent customer
service delivery and long-term sustainable growth. The certification system is designed
to ensure that guests only use accommodation that is accredited, recognised, and
committed to the delivery of service, safety and service standards across the board.
Read

more:

https://www.tatnews.org/2020/09/first-batch-of-98-hotels-to-get-thai-hotels-

standards-certification/

Fifteen Thai villages conferred first Thailand Rural Tourism
Awards 2020
Fifteen village communities nationwide have become the first recipients of the Thailand
Rural Tourism Award 2020 launched by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) to help
the villages attract visitors and create jobs in the rural areas.
Her Royal Highness Princess Ubolratana presided over the royal awards ceremony on 27
September, World Tourism Day.
Read

more:

https://www.tatnews.org/2020/09/fifteen-thai-villages-conferred-first-thailand-

rural-tourism-awards-2020/

Activities:
TAT New Delhi participates in Corporate Team Challenge with Golf plus & SLW
Golf
TAT participated as destination partners for the Corporate Team Challenge 2020, organised by
Golf Plus and SLW Golf. The tournament took place on 26th September at ITC Golf Course in
Manesar. 72 avid golfers participated in the 18-hole tournament that included top Corporates &
CEO who are also frequent travellers. With extensive logo branding on event backdrops,
promotional material, golf balls and on course presence, the event was a great way to reach out
to Golfers in India and talk to them about the various golf courses, resorts and world class
golfing facilities that Thailand has to offer. TAT New Director, Mr Vachirachai Sirisumpan
welcomed the participants to Thailand for a great golfing holiday when international travel
resumes. He also distributed the prizes.
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TAT X MMT Digital Marketing Campaign
To promote travel to Thailand post Covid-19, especially to the millennial travelers, TAT New
Delhi and with Make My Trip started a two month joint marketing campaign from 15th
September to 15th November, to highlight:
- SHA certification in Thailand
- Experience LIVE – Virtual experience programme
- Holiday initiatives with a feature on holiday Like A Local and sustainable tourism in Thailand.
The campaign includes Website promotions, MMT App promotions, Blogs creation, Facebook &
Instagram promotions, Google display promotions, Push notifications, e mailer notifications.
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Situation Update and India briefing session for Thai Sellers
On 10th September 2020, TAT New Delhi conducted a sellers briefing for Thai sellers of virtual
SATTE event to be held on 5th&6th October 2020. An Indian market briefing presentation was
conducted focusing on travel trends in India, nature of Indian travelers post Covid as well as the
current situation of Covid-19 pandemic in India.
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TAT rolls out the Thailand Specialist Programme
TAT introduced the Thailand Specialist Program for 3 months from 28th September to 27th
December 2020. The program is a strategically designed e-learning content on TBO academy,
helping the travel agents to stay up-to-date about all the latest travel products, trends and
other information on Thailand. There are detailed training modules on various topics like:
 Thailand Introduction
 Bangkok and Beyond
 Thailand SOP's
 Phuket and Beyond
 Chiang Mai and Beyond
On Completing the Thailand Specialist program, participants will get the following:
 A Thailand Specialist Certificate.
 Amazon Vouchers worth 2000 INR for FIRST 10 Agents to complete the course.
 TAT will provide Goodies for additional 30 Lucky Agents who complete all the
Modules.
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TAT participates in SATTE GEN X Virtual Mart 2020
TAT New Delhi participated in the virtual B-B event called SATTE Gen X on 5th & 6th October 2020
with 5 Thai exhibitors to be a part of this event:
1) Association of Thai Travel Agents (ATTA)
2) Chiang Mai Tourism Business Association (CTBA)
3) Pattaya Business and Tourism Association (PBTA)
4) Phuket Tourism Association (PTA)
5) Tourism Council of Surat Thani (TCST)
SATTE GENX Virtual event had around 3000 buyers from India & South East Asia.

Amazing Thailand: A Golfers Paradise
Thailand is probably the most popular and a favourite destination for golf enthusiasts with
beautiful golf courses in Hua Hin, Chiang Mai, Krabi, Phuket, Khao Yai and Samui. Destination
diversities and vast choices of golf courses along with modern facilities and an excellent
infrastructure have helped golfing trips increase significantly in Thailand.
From the beach resorts in the south such as Phuket, to the mountainous surroundings in the
north, or the bustling cities of Bangkok and Pattaya, there are golf courses to suit every
preference. All are located in highly accessible areas with fast and convenient door-to-door
transfers possible within several hours' travel time. This provides visitors with a vast choice for
planning a golf holiday.
Every year, a whopping 600,000 visiting golfers criss-cross this golfing paradise to try their hand
in some of the 300-odd designer golf courses dotting in Thailand. Most Golf courses in Thailand
are designed by the biggest names in the business from Jack Nicklaus, Greg Norman, Peter
Thomson, Phil Ryan to a host of American ,Japanese, Australian and British designers. Thai
designers too have taken to the trade in a big way and the Banyan Golf Club in Hua Hin, the
finest in all Thailand is designed by a Thai Golf architect.
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A major speciality of the Thailand golf courses is the sheer size and majesty of the club houses.
Not many others have such elaborately designed and perfectly maintained club houses. The
indulgent luxury of some of the locker rooms is quite impressive, beside the well equipped
showers and change rooms. Some also have heated and ice-deep pools inside the locker room
while others provide Saunas, Thai massage centre.
However no mention of Thailand’s golf experience is complete without mention of the caddies.
What makes a golfing experience in Thailand unique & special is that most of the golf caddies
are women who are extremely professional, talented and of course warm and hospitable.

Well known Golf Courses in Thailand
Central Region:

Bangkok & Beyond
Krungthep Kreetha Sports Club (www.krungthepkreetha.co.in)
President Country Club (www.president.co.th)
Royal Golf & Country Club (www.royalgolfclubs.com)
Thai Country Club (www.thaicountryclub.com)
MuangKaew Golf Club (www.uangkaewgolf.com)
Lam Lukka Country Club (www.lamlukkagolf.net )
Suwan Golf & Country Club (www.suwangolf.com)

HuaHin
Black Mountain Golf Club (www.bmghuahin.com )
Springfield Royal Country Club (www.springfieldresort.com)
Banyan Golf Club (www.banyanthailand.com)

North: Chiang Mai
Chiang Mai Highlands Golf and Spa Resort (www.chinamaihighlands.com)
Chiang Mai Inthanon Golf and Natural Resort (www.chaingmaiinthanongolfresortl.com)
Alpine Golf Resort Chiang Mai (www.alpinegolfresort.com)

North East: Khao Yai & Beyond
Kirimaya Golf Club (www.kirimaya.com)
Rancho Charnvee Resort & Country Club (www.ranchocharnvee.com)

East: Chonburi /Pattaya
Bang Phra International Golf Club (www.thailandgolfpro.com)
Laem Chabang International Country Club (www.laemchabanggolf.com)
Pattana Golf and Sports Resorts (www.pattana.co.th)
Pattaya Country Club & Resort (www.pattayacountryclub.net)
Phoenix Golf & Country Club (www.
Siam Country Club Pattaya Old Course (www.siamcountryclub.com)
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West &South:
Phuket
Mission Hills Phuket Golf Resort and Spa (www.missionhillsphuket.com)
Phuket Country Club (www.phuketcountryclub.com)
Blue Canyon Country Club (www.bluecanyonclub.com)
Red Mountain Golf Club (www.redmountainphuket.com)
Loch Palm Golf Club (www.lochpalm.com)

Koh Samui
Santiburi Samui Country Club (www.satiburi.com)

Kanchanaburi
Mission Hills Golf Club & Resort Kanchanaburi (www.golfmissionhills.com/miskan.html)
Nichigo Resort & Country Club (www.nichigoresortcc.com)
Some of the reasons that make Thailand a favourite destination for golf, especially among the
Indian Golfers.
 Value for money destination
Golf in India is still a niche sport therefore making a round of golf in a good course in
India is rather expensive; Thailand provides great value for money with its reasonable
green fees.
 Great Weather
There are two important aspects to take into account: the first being the weather, and
the second being the difference between the 'high' season and the 'low' season. This
determines how busy the golf courses are.
In the cool season from November to February, Thailand has fantastic climate with light
breeze, constant sunshine that make great conditions for a golfing holiday.
 World Class Golf Courses
With many courses being developed by leading professionals such as Jack Nicklaus, Nick
Faldo and Greg Norman, Thailand offers a great game of golf. There are over 200
courses located throughout the country, with a number of new high quality courses
opening every year, ensuring a huge choice for the visiting golfer.
 Destination Diversity
Thailand and offers a number of golf courses in different destinations to play golf in.
From courses in the outskirts of Bangkok and close by destinations like Hua Hin & Pattaya to
the beautiful mountainous countryside courses in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai and the
beach side courses in Phuket, Krabi and Samui.
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 Top Infrastructure
World class infrastructure support for golfing in Thailand is one of the top reasons for
Thailand being a preferred choice for a golfing holiday. What this means is that there is
excellent services, products, information and regulation, all of which assures the
travelling golfer of a high quality experience.
 Efficient Caddies
An integral part of playing golf in Thailand, caddies provide exceptional value-added
service. Greeting you upon arrival at the clubhouse, they will take care of arrangements
before you tee off. Guiding you around the course with a constant smile on their face.
They will give you distances to the green, mark balls and give you the lines of your putts,
and as an added plus, help keep you cool and refreshed.
 Variety of Accommodation options
No matter where you are in Thailand, you'll find accommodation to meet your
budget. From impressive five-star hotel and resort properties to small Thai style
bungalows. Thailand is truly set up to cater to the Indian market with traveler of every
budget.
 Warm & Helpful Thai people
The Thai people are known to be some of the friendliest in the world. Always with a
smile on their face - it's called the 'land of smiles' for a good reason. Thais are very warm
and welcoming towards all visitors.
 Gastronomy delight
From local Thai dishes to cosmopolitan cuisine Thailand is a gastronomy delight. There is
a huge variety in choice with the local cuisine, and a wide selection of international
restaurants to choose from.
 Variety of tourist choices apart from Golf
There is so much to do outside golf when in Thailand. From visiting the beautiful
temples and shrines, to the local night markets to high end shopping malls, to exploring
picturesque beaches, thrilling adventure activities, beautiful waterfalls and mountains,
world-class spas, boat trips to idyllic islands, elephant trekking, and the list is endless.
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Exclusive Golf packages in Chiang Mai & Ayutthaya:
Tourism Authority of Thailand has introduced golf vacation packages perfectly suited to the
current situation under “new normal” packages in Ayutthaya and in Chiang Mai. The three days
& two night’s packages have been designed to include sightseeing, spa and relaxing time at the
resorts to ensure that a golfer gets the best experience.

Chiang Mai Golf Offer https://thailandfirstvisit.com/offer/exclusive-chiang-mai-golfpackage/
Ayutthaya Golf Offer https://thailandfirstvisit.com/offer/exclusive-ayutthaya-golfpackage/

Destination of the month: Hua Hin
Hua Hin is a seaside resort on the Gulf of Thailand, in the southern Thai province of Prachuap
Khiri Khan. Once a quiet fishing village, it grew into a fashionable escape for residents of
Bangkok after the 1920s, when the Thai royal family built summer palaces here. Hua Hin Beach
is also popular for kite surfing and other water sports, is the main stretch of sand, lined with
high-end hotels and seafood shacks.
Thailand’s original beach resort, Hua Hin is a refreshing mix of city and sea with lively markets,
good golf courses and water parks, excellent accommodation and an ambience that provides a
relaxing and calming holiday environment. Hua Hin is also one of the favourite destinations for
Indian weddings and celebrations.
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Hua Hin: Did you know?



Hua Hin town was originally named Samore Riang by a small group of settlers who
moved there from the north, in around 1834, to escape a severe drought.
Hua Hin’s royal history comes from one of the princes who visited this stretch of
coast on a hunting trip and loved the tranquillity and calmness of Hua Hin and built
the first beach villa in Hua Hin. He put Hua Hin on the Thailand map.



Hua Hin was originally a fishing village



Hua Hin is one of the most popular beach destinations for Indian Weddings

Must Do’s in Hua Hin for travellers
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Visit the beautiful Maruekhathaiyawan Palace
Explore the charming and photogenic Hua Hin Railway station
Shop at the popular Cicada and Hua Hin night market
Enjoy fresh seafood at the local beachside and over water restaurants
Visit Plearn Wan Shopping Village- the themed shopping complex
Play a round of golf at the famous Black mountain golf course, while children enjoy the
Black Mountain water park
7. Visit ‘Chopstick Mountain’ also known as Monkey Mountain due to the monkeys that
live on it.
8. Explore The magnificent Phraya Nakhon Cave
9. Experience Venezia- the newest theme shopping and attraction village in Hua Hin
10. Visit the Santorini Park that brings a slice of the picture-perfect Greek island to Cha-Am.

Quiz on Destination- HUA HIN
Answer the following Quiz on Phuket; Lucky winner will get a gift from TAT.
(Please reply by 25th October on tat.directrep@gmail.com)
Q1. Name the resort which was built in the 1920s, where the aristocrats stayed
in Hua Hin?
Q2. Which is Thailand’s First Golf Course?
Q3. Name Thailand’s largest national park that is located near Hua Hin?
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TAT Newsletter September 2020: Lucky winners of Quiz
Mr Nohal Roy

Mr Girish Kurup

Mr Prinston Prakasia
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